Review of common adverse effects of selected antiarrhythmic drugs.
The management of cardiac arrhythmias has changed dramatically over the past several years. New drugs and devices are now available to treat various arrhythmias. Many new agents have been developed that rely on different electrophysiologic mechanisms to elicit their effect on the heart rhythm. Though often effective, these drugs also pose a risk because all of them have a variety of potential adverse effects associated with their use. Many of these adverse reactions are common to all antiarrhythmic drugs, whereas others are unique to particular agents. This review discusses the notable adverse effects of selected antiarrhythmic drugs.